Translation of Press Release of Nuremberg Municipal Library, September 2010
Restitutions from the Collection of the Jewish Community
 (IKG Collection)

Today a further thoroughly researched search list with 306 names from the historically German-speaking areas (Germany, Austria, former Czechoslovakia) has been published on the homepage of the Municipal Library and announced internationally. In addition to Nuremberg, the geographical emphasis is on Berlin, Frankfurt am Main, Hamburg, Munich and Vienna. As before, no distinction is made between previous owners from different victim groups. Continuing intensive support from the Commission for Looted Art in Europe in London has been assured. Previous owners from Alsace and Lorraine will be published at a later date.

The IKG Collection of the Nuremberg Municipal Library is a permanent loan of the Jewish Community of Nuremberg and, in c 10,000 publications, there are some 3,640 provenance entries, of which 2,137 refer by name and in varying quality to previous owners from 432 localities worldwide. In order to make this enormous and complex amount of data usable, a special internal database was created, which is continually updated and enhanced. The greater part of the provenance entries have been scanned into it; these image files are available to interested families and legal heirs upon request.

In January 2008 a search list of 121 previous owners, predominantly from Nuremberg and Fürth, was published. The announcement was made on the homepage of the Nuremberg Municipal Library, as well as in various electronic and print-based media. The response to the first search request was enormous. Two thirds of these cases were resolved and taken off the search list. This success is not least due to the close cooperation with the Commission for Looted Art in Europe (and its sister organisation, the Central Registry for Looted Cultural Property 1933-1945, www.lootedart.com), based in London.  In total, 150 publications have to date been returned to the legal successors of the respective previous owners in the USA, Israel, Great Britain, Austria and Switzerland.

To make legally based restitution possible, an “Information Leaflet on Restitution from the Collection of the Israelitische Kultusgemeinde Nürnberg (IKG) (Jewish Community of Nuremberg) at Nuremberg Municipal Library of publications seized as a result of Nazi persecution to the previous owners or their legal successor/s” as well as a “Sample Agreement for the Settlement of Restitution Claims” have been created in cooperation with the Legal Administration of the Municipality of Nuremberg.  Both documents can be consulted on the Municipal Library’s homepage in German and English.

The implementation of the restitutions is often very time-consuming, complex and laborious. It requires a lot of patience on all sides. One the one hand, various legal successors of previous owners, who sometimes live in different countries, have to agree on a single negotiating i.e. contractual partner; on the other hand communication often breaks off for months after the initial contact has been made. There is often little understanding of the necessary steps required for a legally sound restitution. The contractual partner of the heirs is the Jewish Community of Nuremberg. The restitutions are prepared and implemented in a smooth and trusting relationship of cooperation between the Municipal Library and the Jewish Community of Nuremberg.

Contact Information:
Leibl Rosenberg
Municipal Library Nuremberg, IKG Collection
90403 Nürnberg, Egidienplatz 23
Telephone: 0049 (0)911 231-2721, Fax: 0049 (0)911 231-5476
E-mail: leib.rosenberg@stadt.nurenberg.de
For the IKG Collection, the search list and forms:
http://stadtbibliothek.nuernberg.de/spezialbibliothek/sammlung_ikg.html#adresse
For the Commission for Looted Art in Europe/Central Registry on Looted Cultural Property 1933-1945
Anne Webber
CLAE/CRI
76 Gloucester Place
London W1U 6HJ
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7487 3401 Fax: +44 (0)20 7487 4211
Email: annewebber@lootedart.com
Websites: www.lootedart.com; www.lootedartcommission.com
� Israelitische Kultusgemeinde (IKG) Nürnberg 
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